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All play at Papago Golf Course by Papago Men’s Golf Association (PMGA) members and all competitors in PMGA sponsored events shall be conducted according to the RULES OF GOLF as governed by the USGA and the following LOCAL RULES as approved by the Committee (Rule 33).  Disregard any local rules provided on the Papago Golf Course scorecard.  All competitors are responsible for knowing and complying with the RULES OF GOLF (Rule 6.1) and these conditions of competition.

APPENDIX I, PART C – CONDITIONS OF THE COMPETITION:  The Committee is providing official notice of the following conditions:
C.2 – TIME OF STARTING (Rule 6.3a):  If the player arrives at his starting point, ready to play, within five minutes after his starting time, in the absence of circumstances that warrant waiving the penalty of disqualification as provided in Rule 33-7, the penalty for failure to start on time is loss of the first hole in match play or two strokes at the first hole in stroke play instead of disqualification.  NOTE:  The Committee may establish a new starting time for a player/group under Rule 33-3 to avoid disqualifications. PMGA will observe this local rule in all events.

C.4 – PACE OF PLAY (Note to Rule 6.7):  Warning is not required prior to assessing a penalty.
1. One scorecard in each foursome must be time stamped after all players have hit their tee shot on the first hole and completed putting on the 9th and 18th holes.  A penalty stroke will be assessed if the scorecard has not been time stamped.

2. All competitors in the group will be penalized one shot per nine if the group does not complete each nine holes within 14 minutes of the group immediately ahead, OR, complete each nine within 2:10 or less.  A delay due to a lost ball on holes 8, 9, 17, or 18 must be reported to the Committee upon completion of the round.

3. A group is considered “out of position” when the next hole is clear when the group reaches the teeing ground.  The Committee may assess a one shot penalty to individuals who contribute to the delay in play when the condition exists for two holes.  A player must play his next shot within 45 seconds when it is his turn to play.  “Ready golf” is always encouraged when it is necessary to maintain position on the golf course!!
4. Penalty strokes assessed under this rule will be added to the individual score on holes #9 and #18.  This will be the posted score used to compute all results.

C.5 – DISCONTINUANCE OF PLAY (NOTE under Rule6-8b):  When play is suspended by the Committee for a dangerous situation, if the players in a match or group are between the play of two holes, they must not resume play until the Committee has ordered a resumption of play. If they are in the process of playing a hole, they must discontinue play immediately and not resume play until the Committee has ordered a resumption of play. If a player fails to discontinue play immediately, he is disqualified, unless circumstances warrant waiving the penalty as provided in Rule 33-7.

The following signals apply:

Discontinue Play Immediately:  One prolonged note of siren.

Discontinue Play:  Three consecutive notes of siren, repeated.  (Player may complete hole.)

Resume Play:  Two short notes of siren, repeated.

RULE 33.2 – COMMITTEE must accurately define:

OUT OF BOUNDS (Rule 27):  OB is defined by the inside edges at ground level of the posts supporting all boundary fences around the perimeter of the golf course, the outside edge at ground level of the fence surrounding the maintenance area to the left of #12, and the edge of the cart path closest to the golf course behind #18 and #9 greens and #1 and #10 tees.

WATER HAZARDS (Rule 26) include and are identified as follows:

1. Yellow stakes or lines define the margin of a water hazard when the course is properly marked.  The lake on #11 is a water hazard.  The lake on #9 is identified as a water hazard from all directions approaching the green to a point at the left edge of the lake perpendicular to the fairway.  It is identified as a lateral hazard from that point to the north end of the lake in front of #10 tee.  The Committee has determined that a ball lost in the water hazard on hole #11 may be dropped anywhere on the closely mown portion of the front tee (ladies tee) on #11 as an established “DROPPING ZONE” under SPECIMEN LOCAL RULES B.8.

2. Red stakes or lines define the margin of a lateral water hazard when the course is properly marked.  The lake to the right of hole #1 is a lateral hazard.  The area to the left of holes #5 and #12 running parallel to the service road is a lateral water hazard up to the south edge of the concrete bridge by #5 green.  The lake on the left of #10 is always played as a lateral hazard when playing hole #10.

3. When stakes and lines are present, the stakes identify the hazard and the lines define hazard.

4. When the course is not properly marked, the margin of a hazard is defined as one club length from the normal margin of the water’s edge.

ABNORMAL GROUND CONDITIONS (Rule 25):  Only areas specifically identified and defined by white stakes or lines are considered abnormal ground conditions except as follows:  tree limbs deliberately piled for removal, french drains, tree stumps, tree wells and piled dirt.  Limbs and debris that may have been downed by storm damage are played as LOOSE IMPEDIMENTS (Rule 23).
EMBEDDED BALL (Rule 25-2) is only modified by the local rule in APPENDIX I upon official notice by the committee.  See SPECIMEN LOCAL RULES B.4.a.

OBSTRUCTIONS (Rule 24) include but are not limited to:  All sprinkler heads and control boxes; concrete or asphalt cart paths and curbs; concrete bridge left of green #5;  ball washer/trash receptacles including the base; protective fences around plants; support stakes/poles and wires supporting trees (for tree wells see Rule 25); utility posts and guide wires; concrete, metal or plastic culverts; the restroom to the right of #6 tee; the pumps, tanks, and fenced area behind #1 green; and, the weather station left of #12 (the ball must be identified – see Rule 24-3).  Intervention on the line of play is not, of itself, interference under this Rule.
APPENDIX I, PART B – SPECIMEN LOCAL RULES.  The Committee is providing official notice that the following Specimen Local Rules are in effect for all PMGA competitions and play by PMGA members.

B.6 – IMMOVABLE OBSTRUCTIONS CLOSE TO THE PUTTING GREEN:  Relief from interference by an immovable obstruction may be taken under Rule 24-2. In addition, if a ball lies off the putting green but not in a hazard and an immovable obstruction on or within two club-lengths of the putting green and within two club-lengths of the ball intervenes on the line of play between the ball and the hole, the player may take relief as follows:  The ball must be lifted and dropped at the nearest point to where the ball lay that (a) is not nearer the hole, (b) avoids intervention and (c) is not in a hazard or on a putting green. The ball may be cleaned when lifted.

Relief under this Local Rule is also available if the player's ball lies on the putting green and an immovable obstruction within two club-lengths of the putting green intervenes on his line of putt. The player may take relief as follows:  The ball must be lifted and placed at the nearest point to where the ball lay that (a) is not nearer the hole, (b) avoids intervention and (c) is not in a hazard. The ball may be cleaned when lifted.

B.8 – Dropping Zones:  If a ball is in or it is known or virtually certain that a ball that has not been found is in the water hazard on hole #11, the player may:

    (i) proceed under Rule 26; or

    (ii) as an additional option, drop a ball, under penalty of one stroke, in the Dropping Zone.  The Committee has determined that a ball lost in the water hazard on hole #11 may be dropped anywhere on the closely mown portion of the front tee (ladies tee) on #11 as an established “DROPPING ZONE”.
B.9 – DISTANCE MEASURING DEVICES:  A player may obtain distance information by using a device that measures distance only. If, during a stipulated round, a player uses a distance-measuring device that is designed to gauge or measure other conditions that might affect his play (e.g., gradient, wind speed, temperature, etc.), the player is in breach of Rule 14-3, for which the penalty is disqualification, regardless of whether any such additional function is actually used.

APPENDIX I, PART B – SPECIMEN LOCAL RULES.  The following Specimen Local Rules will be adapted as conditions demand ONLY UPON OFFICIAL NOTICE BY THE COMMITTEE.

B.3. – Protection of Young Trees:  Protection of young trees identified by support stakes/poles and wires:  If such a tree interferes with a player's stance or the area of his intended swing, the ball must be lifted, without penalty, and dropped in accordance with the procedure prescribed in Rule 24-2b (Immovable Obstruction). If the ball lies in a water hazard, the player must lift and drop the ball in accordance with Rule 24-2b(i), except that the nearest point of relief must be in the water hazard and the ball must be dropped in the water hazard, or the player may proceed under Rule 26. The ball may be cleaned when lifted under this Local Rule.

Exception: A player may not take relief under this Local Rule if (a) it is clearly unreasonable for him to make a stroke because of interference by anything other than the tree or (b) interference by the tree would occur only through use of an unnecessarily abnormal stance, swing or direction of play.  Intervention on the line of play is not, of itself, interference under this Rule.
B.4. – Course Conditions - Mud, Extreme Wetness, Poor Conditions and Protection of the Course

a. Relief for Embedded Ball:  Through the green a ball that is embedded in its own pitch-mark in the ground may be lifted, without penalty, cleaned and dropped as near as possible to where it lay but not nearer the hole. The ball when dropped must first strike a part of the course through the green.  Exceptions:  (1) A player may not take relief under this Local Rule if the ball is embedded in sand in an area that is not closely mown.  (2) A player may not take relief under this Local Rule if it is clearly unreasonable for him to make a stroke because of interference by anything other than the condition covered by this Local Rule.

b. Cleaning Ball:  Through the green a ball may be lifted, cleaned and replaced without penalty.

Note: The position of the ball must be marked before it is lifted under this Local Rule - see Rule 20-1.

d. Aeration Holes:  Through the green, a ball that comes to rest in or on an aeration hole may be lifted without penalty, cleaned and dropped as near as possible to the spot where it lay but not nearer the hole. The ball when dropped must first strike a part of the course through the green.

On the putting green, a ball that comes to rest in or on an aeration hole may be placed at the nearest spot not nearer the hole that avoids the situation.

